From nursing outposts to contemporary midwifery in 20th century Canada.
Knowledge of the history of one's profession is always related to the informed practice of the profession and can aid midwifery in its expansion and recognition. Understanding the long and diverse history of Canadian midwifery expands the appreciation by midwives in the United States of midwifery north of our border, which, although newly regulated, has much experience to share. This article documents the evolution of midwifery in Canada during the 20th century. Government-sanctioned midwifery prior to 1991, the year when Ontario passed legislation to regulate midwifery for the first time in modern Canadian history, was limited to isolated, usually northern, frontier and outpost regions of Canada, but the providers who practiced it were well-educated and important figures in the broader history of midwifery.